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The Junior Kolkata Literary Meet is a literary festival for young readers of Kolkata, brought together b:’h"r:“‘:‘g‘:ft‘h“: t:\‘:ee:la y event
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(hat, although
they may depict
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Do vou encourage aspiring
artists to make art with the
same intentions as Somnath
Hore?
Kripa: Ina non-imposing way. yes.
The idea of this book is to encour
age aspiring artists and children to
decipher the intent of the artist by
setting a context to theartina
nonlinear and non<chronological
format. Further emphasising that
intent can enhance art's function
that is how art affects the viewers
in the aggregate, human culture.
Once the context of the story is
established. the book moves to its
last segment Create like an Artist.
Here vou find a few open-ended
questions wherein the readers are
encouraged to respond to these
qu_estions in their own style and
voice.

ASHODHARA CHAKRABORTI

Eminent translator Jashodhara
Chakraborti speaks about the
art of translation and her
involvement with Kolkata

Literary Meet.

What do you think makes some-
one a good translator?

An ear for both languages, a love of
accuracy and the desire to uphold
the author’s meaning rather than
the literal turns of phrases. Most
translators are not remembered,
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as possible. D
vour early work to anyone, Just
revisit it after six months and if
you have kept up your writing, you
will have an idea on how to
jmprove if. In the early attempts, it
is fine to be inspired by your
favourite authors. As you read
more widely and continue to write,
your own style will emerge. Your
parents will always want you to
write like the latest 'hit' writer.
Please ignore them and focus on
finding out what you like and your
own style.

What are your goals now?
I would like to read and write for a
living for the rest of my days,
whether it is fiction, non-fiction or
writing for business organisations.
1 would like to translate many
more books from Bengali to
English and vice-versa.

What are your other hobbies?

I love music and make it a point to
listen to music every day or at
least sing a little.

Has anyone been your constant
support /anyone who has helped
you a lot in this journey?

My best friend, Indira Basu, has
been a constant source of support
and encouragement. Other close
friends have also stepped in and
lent a helping hand; friends have
offered work, interesting projects -
I have been very fortunate!

Which is your favourite
translated work?

It has to be Tintin translated by
Nirendranath Chakraborty into
Bengali and Asterix, translated
into English by Anthea Bell. Later,
I enjoyed Arunava Sinha's transla-
tion of Sankar's Chowringhee
which first got me curious about
translations. There is a Russian
author called Boris Akunin, whom
I discovered, thanks to Andrew
Bromfield, his English translator.
Is translation a skill which can
be acquired by children?
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children of different age groups. If
there is a book by a child author
that we would like to share with
our audiences, then definitely we'd
include it in the schedule. During
one of the previous editions, we
did have a 9-year-old co-author of a
book as one of our speakers.
Do you have any message for the
TTIS readers?
Read, read and read!
Which authors were you particu-
larly excited about?
That's a tricky question which doesn't
have a simple answex: Each of the ses-
sions is special in its own way!
How was the response to this
year's JKLM?
This year's JKLM was held both
online and offline. Since Covid vacci-
nation is available only for ages 15+,
we decided that we'd do four offline
sessions at the Victoria Memorial
Hall, the venue for the parent festival,
Kolkata Literary Meet. It was a chal-
lenge to bring students back to a live
venue, March is also much hotter
than January when we usually have
the Literary Meet and several schools
were busy with exams, term break
and such. However, those who attend-
ed had a great time at the sessions
and the speakers also enjoyed the
intemwc;ili)n. The online sessions were
very well received and children, par-
El‘llt: and teachers shared a very 1;’:1
response and were iati
m st appreciative
t do you envi
pitiaacdss b4 isage for next
We are still reflecting on this '
JKLM and haven't really begg';ar s
thinking about the next.
Anisha Dutta, VII,
DPS Ruby Park
Edited b;
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